This nomination is for the following award: Friends, Foundations and Board Outstanding Member
Award

First Name Jody

Last Name Lazar

Library Affiliation (if applicable) Winter Park Public Library
Title (if applicable) Community Librarian

Street Address 460 E. New England Ave.

City, State, ZIP Winter Park, FL 32789

Telephone Number 4076233300

E-mail Address jlazar@wppl.org

Are you nominating an individual or a group/organization for this award? Individual
First Name Polly

Last Name Seymour

Library Affiliation (if applicable) Winter Park Public Library
Title (if applicable) Friend

Street Address 1804 Summerfield Road

City, State, ZIP Winter Park, FL 32792

Telephone Number 4076441180

E-mail Address seymourtandp@gmail.com

Year(s) the nominee's activities took place 1978-present

Will you be submitting any supporting documentation? Yes

If you would like us to review web pages in consideration of this application (including videos or other
supporting materials that are stored online), please enter the Uniform Resource Locators (URLs) below.

Essay Shortly after Polly moved to Winter Park with her husband, as he assumed the role of President
of Rollins College in 1978, she began volunteering for the Friends of the Winter Park Public Library.
That fall, a Library board member set up a card table in front of the building to sell used books and
raise money for the Library in advance of its move to a new building down the road. Polly staffed the
table that afternoon and raised $55. From that point she was hooked as both a bookseller and
devoted Friend of the Library. After that initial sale, Polly began planning for and managing book sales
to support the Library she loved. For the next seventeen years, Polly collected, sorted, priced, stored
and organized tremendously successful, semi-annual book sales and donated nearly $250,000 to the
library. She used her ingenuity to assist with some of the logistics, for example, getting the Rollins
fraternity men to lift and move books from storage areas back to the Library for the sales. Her
involvement in the Library was not solely in the book sales, however. Polly became an active member
in the Friends organization and was a member on the Library Board of Trustees. Polly also served as
President of the Board of Trustees in 1987. In the early 1990s, Polly worked tirelessly during the
Library’s capital campaign which raised money to expand the building. From the planning stages to
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the final ribbon cutting where she spoke, Polly was instrumental in helping the Library offer more
space for computers, expand the collections, add meeting rooms and more. In 1995, when the third
floor was added on to the current Library building, then director, Bob Melanson, worked with Polly
and the Friends organization to create a space inside the Library to have a year-round book shop. Polly
championed the idea and the New Leaf Bookstore opened its doors in October 1995. It raised $50,000
in its first year of operation, more than twice the amount raised annually by the previous book sales.
During the first several years, Polly spent every weekday, and some weekends too, working in the
New Leaf to establish the policies and operations that carry through to this day. The New Leaf was
designed and is still operated to be open seven days a week and be staffed completely by volunteers.
There are over 35 dedicated volunteers who flourish under Polly’s warm leadership style. Polly is
remarkably charitable and always publicly recognizes the contributions of other volunteers. Through
both her Friends of the Library newsletter and her New Leaf volunteer’s newsletter she always singles
out a volunteer and warmly describes their significant acts and personal interests. In addition to
leading the bookstore from inception to success, Polly managed membership in the Friends of the
Winter Park Library. Each year she would write letters to all three hundred Friends supporters asking
for renewal contributions. These letters outlined what the donor’s money was supporting and offered
a 10% discount card for New Leaf purchases. Most contributors were long-standing Friends and
learned of the Library’s updates from Polly’s newsletters. An unexpected bonus for the community
has been the opportunity to donate items for the good of the Library. Winter Park is quite a literate
community and has been very generous in giving books, movies and music to the New Leaf for sale.
Donors are personally thanked by one of the gracious volunteers and know that their contributions
are valued. The library’s image has been enhanced by the personal touches that Polly has established
as the New Leaf business model and the care she has given in cultivating faithful volunteers and
Friends. All the way through the 20th anniversary of the store in 2015, Polly could often be found in
the bookstore workroom, sorting books and identifying unique and special items. On several
occasions collectible books have been donated and Polly has auctioned them off for a premium. Items
other than books are often donated to the bookstore; Many years ago a donation of floral prints came
in and was auctioned for over $7,500. The revenue from the New Leaf Bookstore is vitally important
to the operations of the Library. Annually, the store gives over $50,000 to the Library which funds
summer programs, technology enhancements, collection additions and more. Early on, Polly set
$1,000 per week as a goal for bookstore sales and she has met that goal year after year. Amazingly, in
2011 the total from all the used book sales that Polly had run topped $1,000,000. The true proof of a
project’s success is whether it can be sustained beyond the term of its original, passionate leader. It is
our good fortune that Polly has left a long legacy of devoted volunteers to care for the New Leaf store
in her retirement. The volunteers carry on with Polly’s best practices and new leadership is emerging
to keep the shop operating with a business mind and a gracious heart. Polly has left a lasting gift of
service and leadership that we will cherish always. She is a true best Friend and this is why we chose
to nominate her for the FLA Boards, Foundations and Friends award in 2017.

Summary Polly Seymour moved to Winter Park in 1978 and that fall she volunteered at the Friends of
the Library’s initial book sale. For the next 16 years, she planned and organized semi-annual book
sales for the benefit of the Library. Additionally, in the 1980s Polly took on a leadership role as
President of the Library Board of Trustees. In 1995, after the Library expanded, a Friends bookstore
was created and for 22 years Polly has been at the helm of operations. Each year, the New Leaf



Bookstore contributes over $50,000 to the Library’s annual budget. Polly’s passion for the Library can
be seen through her commitment to volunteerism and leadership. This Library has had no finer Friend.



New Leaf Book Store a Boon for
Readers

By Carole Arthurs _ g
Observer staff. = .

The New Leaf Book Store

at the Winter Park Public Li-.- .

brary contains. thousands of
used books ranging from best

< sellers to special volumes, says
store manager Richard Conlee. '

‘ "The community has been so
% generous that we still have
" books in storage," he added.

The small store is located '
""~ in a small corner of the Li-

~brary. Outside the store, a book

Tl rack holds hardbound copies -

" [ of best

v

selllng novels.

books are avallable to patrons
at very low prices all year long. -
Books are arranged by topic.

A smaller reading room,
decorated much like a reading
room in your own home, holds
some 1,500 high quality books,
best sellers, coffee table books,

rare and collector's books and

encyclopedl&s all individually
priced. -

Both rooms are well Ilght-
ed for- pleasant browamg

The New Leaf Bookstore is

one of three used bookstores in
Central Florida libraries, how-
ever, Polly Seymour, a Friends
member and- co-chairman of
the hook sales, believes the
New Leaf Bookstore carries a
much higher quality of books,
‘mainly because of the type of
readers who frequent the Win-
ter Park Library."

According to Conlee, 1t was -
Seymour's idea to have the'
reading room. She sorts the
special books and prices them,
all at an affordable cost, “This"
room is a real luxury, the envy
of every book store," says Con-
lee

There is also a special chil-
dren's section and future plans -
call for a little children's nook.
with child-sized tables, chairs
and toys. There is even a sep-
arate shelf for home schoolers,

Another room is the sorting
and pricing room, which also
houses the dupl:cates waiting
to be stocked. Volunteers do all

the work, including pricing, "

loading and unloadmg, and ar-

Thousands of quality . used'

‘Volunteers at Winter Park Iabrary s New Leaf Book Store - Pictured (1to r) Polly Sey-
mour, Mary Fuller, Richard Conlee, and Clare Klein.

ranging them on the shelves
The main room accommo-
dates some 6,000 hardback vol-
umes priced $1.50, approxi-
mately 800 paperbac riced

at 50 cents. Maga?mesg 1] for

15 cents and record albums are
31

The all- volunteer New :
Leaf Bookstore is operated by

Friends of the Winter Park Li.-
brary. Even the store ‘manager -

is a volunteer., "The Orlando

lerary has a paid store man-
ager," Conlee noted,:

The store opened part time

last - fall but is now fully opera- -

tional. "The committee did a

lot of research and we found -

out a lot of what we didn't
want to- do,"
Se_ymour "We are still learn-
ing how to expand or-contract

because we have no control -
over what comes in.! Howey- |

er, Seymour was qmck to ad-
mit that right now they have
an abundance .of books.

paperbacks and several refer:

. ence and business volumes."

acknowledged

"We -
plan to have a ‘'sidewalk sale'
~on March 29 and 30 with lots
~of our overstocked books and

The bcokstom;s open sev-

©en days a week, and utilizes

5
“}‘

= |

. prum otions,"

- over three dozen volunteérs. -

Regular operating hours are
Monday, 28 p.m., Tuesday 9

am. to 6 p.m. Wednesday .
_noon to 6 p.m., Thursday 9
&.m. to 6 p.m., and Friday, Sat-

" urday and Sunday from1 tob

";.rpm

A'We also will hdvé‘ special
said Conlee.

= =

Obsewer. _photo by Carole Arthurs.

Right now there is a paperback
giveaway with purchase.

"The bookstore - attracts
many regulars each week,

- those who are insatiable redad-

ers and look to Books as theip
best friends. "When you love
to read, you may be alone, but
never lonely," noted Seymour.
The Winter Park Library is
located at 460 E. New Eng]and
Avenue in Winter Park,
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THANK YOU
THANK YOU
THANK YOU

For making 1997 such a great year. If you would
like to join a committee in 1998 please let us know.

Name:
Business:
Phone:

Committee
preference:

Do you know someone who should belong to the
Winter Park Chamber? We will be happy to contact
them to explain the benefits of membership.

Membership Prospects
1.
2.
3.

Please return to registration table.
NW’&V\
H
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Second Annual

Chamber Awards
Luncheon

Thaddeus and Polly Seymour
1997 Outstanding Citizens of the Year

sponsored by

Florida Power

Winter Park Civic Center
February 3, 1998



Edie Hall Smith

Leadership Winter Park

Class VII Co-Chairs

United Way

Cleat Simmons
and Reed, P.A.

Leadership Alumni Council:

Louise Long
Patti Ashmore
Dan Mclntosh
John Casebier
Dick Strauss
Fred Jones
Carolyn Jeffries

Marj Myers-Roach

Lori Sims
Sindy Cassidy
Scott Hillman
Diana O’Brien

Brigit Parchment

Randy Knight
Reggie Smith
Rich Roach

National Bank of Commerce

WP Health Foundation

Lowndes, Drosdick, Doster Kantor and Reed
National Bank of Commerce

WP Land Company

Graham, Clark, Jones, Builder, Pratt & Marks, P.A.
WP Public Library

Pacos Mexican Restaurant

Chastang, Ferrell, Sims, & Eiserman, P.A.
Barnett Bank

Fannie Hillman and Associates

Bamett Bank

First Union National Bank

City of Winter Park

Benefit Solutions

Roach and Associates

Class VII Session Chairs:

Cleat Simmons
Mike Moore

Rick Roach
David Prather

Dana Clary

Pam Fields
Reggie Smith

Dennis Sargent

Tom Bacchus
Jack Cudworth
Rita Lowndes

Paul Daigle
Edic Hall Smith

Shawn Rader
" Dan McIntosh

Lowndes, Drosdick, Doster Kantor and Reed
Waste Management

Roach and Associates

Disney Sports

Barnett Bank
Benefit Solutions

WP Fire Department

First Union
Walt Disney World

Bytes, Bits and Megabytes
United Way

Lowndes, Drosdick, Doster Kantor and Reed
Lowndes, Drosdick, Doster Kantor and Reed

Lowndes, Drosdick, Doster Kantor

President
President Elect
Past President
Charter Class
Charter Class
Class 11

Class 11

Class IT1
Class 111
Class IV
Class IV
Class V

Class V

Class VI
Class VI
At-Large

Class

Environment

Education

Human Services

Health Care

Government

Arts and Culture

Communication

Business

Thaddeus and Polly Seymour
1997 Outstanding Citizens of the Year

Chiseled in marble along one of the many walkways at Rollins College is the
following inscription: “Life is for service.” That simple phrase could easily de-
fine the lives of Thaddeus and Polly Seymour. For the past 20 years, these two
extraordinary individuals have served Winter Park in myriad ways.

The Seymours came to Winter Park when Thad was chosen as the 12th Presi-
dent of Rollins College. During his 12-year administration, Florida's oldest recog-
nized college excelled academically and gained national distinction for its innova-
tive approach to liberal arts education. During the Seymour years, Rollins also
conducted a capital campaign and celebrated its Centennial in 1985. Today, Thad
teaches English classes and serves as a mentor to many students. Both he and
Polly remain active in campus life.

On most Saturday afternoons the Seymours can be found building a Habitat
for Humanity house in Winter Park. As founding members of the Winter Park
chapter, they remain leaders in the organization and take pride in the 21 homes
that have been built. Their leadership is also vital at the Winter Park Public Li-
brary, where Polly began to volunteer soon after their move to Winter Park. She
served as Chairman of the Board of Directors and co-chairman of the used book
sales which raised $250,000 over the years. She is the moving force behind the
New Leaf Book Shop, which raised $50,000 during its first year of operation.
Thad serves as this year's Chairman of the Board.

Their community involvements cross many boundaries while touching people
in countless ways. Thad serves as Secretary/Treasurer of the Winter Park Health
Foundation and as Chairman of the Winter Park Neighborhood Council. He has
served as Chairman of the Zora Neale Hurston Festival, board member for
B.E.T.A,, and Chairman for Preview Winter Park's Committee on Community
Civility. Polly is a board member for the Adult Literacy League, leader of her
Neighborhood Watch, and a Community Art Advisory Board member for the City
of Orlando. Her work with the board and as co-chairman for the Winter Park Au-
tumn Art Festival is key to its growth and prominence. She has also been a mem-
ber of the board for both ADDitions and the Maitland Art Center.

Thad and Polly’s open and friendly manner touches the hearts of those who
know them. As the proud parents of five children and nine grandchildren, the
Seymours understand the importance of living in a vibrant, responsible, and giv-
ing community. Their contributions and leadership reflect the strong values and
caring service that make Winter Park an exceptional place.

Past Recipients

Eve Proctor Merrill 1985 James Madison 1991
James Gamble Rogers II 1986 T. William Miller 1992
Jeannette Genius McKean 1987 Rollins College 1993
Webber B. Haines 1988 John Meyer Tiedtke 1994
Russell P. Hulbert 1989 Dr. Hugh McKean ~ 1995
Allen Trovillion 1990 Gary Brewer 1996
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GET UP AND GO!
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ition after another began
ring up,” Blake says.

ke is proud that she’s

me very good working at
1echanics and design of

i. What she does is “more
just fixing up; it’s customiz-
'm working on a bike how
>ost $5,500. By the time
inished; it will probably

an additional $1,600.”

hat she would really like to
owever, is create

\aries.

ome of the ordinaries we
in our club are real

ues, a few as much as 120
-old. When you ride those
s, you take good care of

, and you don’t go on long
. So most of us prefer to
rdinaries that are recently
ym made,” she explains.
‘course, there is no assem-
ne, so those are in short

supply. “As a matter of fact, %é THAD AND POLLY'S

there is only one man in the
whole country who makes
them—James Spillane in Madi-
son, Connecticut—and he is
kept very busy,” Blake says.
Someday I'll do that,” she vows.

Blake would also like to
answer the questions always
asked by spectators. How do
you get up there?

Getting up on the high-
wheeler is done courtesy of a
small bar protruding from the
smaller wheel. “Getting down is
just as easy,” Blake insists. “The
balance is so good you can liter-
ally stand still, then just step
down the same way you step
up.”

And the ordinaries are easy to
ride, she insists, even though
none has brakes. “It’s a lot like
any other bike, when you get to
know it.” l
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Have
It All!

RECIPE FOR FULFILLMENT

BY FRANK LANGLEY

A ine years after
E‘”E relinquishing the duties
' \z_ and demands of the
presidency of Rollins College,
Thad and Polly Seymour relish
the comfort of finally being in
their own home on the shores
of Lake Virginia and of having
the freedom to choose—and
invent—activities that reflect
their basic interests and values.
Retirement concluded a 31-
year career in college administra-
tion, including 10 as Dean of Dart-
mouth, nine as president of
‘Wabash College in Indiana, and 12
as president of Rollins. In the
wake, Seymour has rediscovered
the joy of getting back to the
basics. He spends three days a
week teaching in the Rollins Eng-

£ S A AL L S
lish department.

There are no faculty meetings,
no campus politics. “All T care
about is my students,” he says,
“and that is why I got into this
business in the first place.”

Seymour’s teaching style
involves developing close person-
al relationships with his students.

During his first year back in the
classroom, he immersed himself
in the experience by becoming a
“master learner” in a unique stu-
dentfaculty program called the
“community of learners.” Today,
he chairs the freshman confer-
ence program, which helps new
students assimilate into the col-
lege environment, and he teaches
an upper-level literature course fo1
non-English majors.

Polly, who has worked for
years as a volunteer member of
the Friends of the Winter Park
Public Library, can be seen almost
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e All New Appliances
e Convenience © Solitude

— Quiet Location
— Walk To Shopping — Social Director
— Four Laundry Rooms — 55 Plus

¢ Activities Galore
- Club Room - Picnic Area - Bar B Que
All This and One Bedroom Start at

— Bus Line

ONLY %425 per month!
5520 Casa Blanca Lane
EICQgI’é%dO Orlando, FL 32807
e (40)7) 273-4370

Saturday, May 22, 1999
7-10 p.m.

Central Florida’s most romantic tradition.

Z Live Jazz g Full Moon

ﬂ Candlelit Walks g Acres of Botanical Gardens

Featuring: Moore Than Jazz,
Wilcox Unlimited, Jeff Scott

Tickets go on sale May 3, 1999.
Tickets $15 per person, $12.50 Leu Members.
Tickets are available at the Leu Gift Shop.

1920 North Forest Avenue, Orlando, Florida 32803
ANT_DPALCDIDEAIN L dcannn I L
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Thad and Polly
Seymour
describe their
current stage
of lifeasa |
very rich and
happy time.
“The trick is in |
not letting |
ourselves
become bored.”

every weekday and some week-
‘ends at the library’s New Leaf
Bookstore, a facility she and fel-
| ow Friends founded to raise
money for the library.

Thad refers to Pblly asa
houguiniste, a dealer in used
books, and notes that her instinct
for looking at a used book and
wondering if it might be some-
thing special has added significant-
ly to the fundraising efforts of the
usedbook program.

“On one or two occasions, |
have discovered rare books that
we have been able to auction at a

premium for the library,” she says.

Several have been sold through
Swann’s auction house in New
York. Others, like an unusual
book on violin bows, were sold
via the Internet.

Both Seymours have taken a
turn chairing the Winter Park
Library board of trustees, and
Thad is current chair.
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They describe their current
stage of life as a very rich and
happy time. “The trick is in not
letting ourselves become bored.
So many people fall into the trap
of becoming busy but not ful-
filled,” Polly says.

“After so many years of expec-
tation, we relish being able to
invent our activities. We don’t
want to be tied down to a rigid
schedule. We enjoy the luxury of
being able to decide which of the
several things we’ll do today.”

One recent Saturday, the two
had spent the morning working
on construction of a new Habitat
for Humanity house, their fifth.
Thad serves as chairman of the
Winter Park-Maitland affiliate of
Habitat and devotes many Satur-
day mornings to telephoning
volunteers and donors to make
sure that all the organizational
pieces come together.

MAY 1999 - 28
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At 70, he still enjoys domg the
manual labor, usually alongside
18- to 22-year-old Rollins stu-
dents. Polly joins in by setting up
a field kitchen as a reward for
the volunteers.

The Seymours devote much
energy to the concept of commu-
nity building, whether it’s a col-
lege-based community of learn-
ers, a neighborhood council for
their Virginia Heights neighbor-
hood, the preservation of cultural
traditions of the nearby African-
American community of
Eatonville, the organization of art
shows and book sales, the con-
struction of Habitat for Humanity
homes, or the care and feeding of
the less fortunate at downtown
Orlando’s Daily Bread.

They were recognized as citi-
zens of the year in their own com-
munity of Winter Park.

In addition to their other

You Don't Always Walk Away From a Stroke.

Take steps to learn how to identify one.

Every year, more than 10,000 Floridians die
after suffering a brain attack, more com-
monly known as a stroke - making it the
second-leading cause of death in the state
and the leading cause of disability in
adults in the nation.

With immediate medical attention— within
three hours— the effects of a brain attack
may be minimized.

Every Minute Counts.
Think Fast. Think Smart.

Timing is everything.Know the signs. Don't
ignore them or wait for them to go away.
Get medical attention or call 911 at the first

gan of a brain attack. Don't lose another

Know the Waming Signs.

B Sudden weakness or numbness of the
face, arm or leg on one side of the body

B Slurred or loss of speech

E Dimness or loss of vision, particularly in
one eye

B Sudden, severe headaches with no
apparent cause

W Unexplained dizziness, especially along
with any of the previous symptoms

To receive a free stroke risk assessment,
information on prevention, or to lear more
about the advanced brain attack treatments
provided by the Florida Hospital
Neuroscience Institute, call 407/897-1700.
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NEW LEAF DOING WELL: A REPORT FOR OUR FRIENDS

he Friends of Winter Park Public Library opened The New Leaf Bookstore almost

five years ago. The New Leaf, selling donated used books, records and magazines
at very reasonable prices, is enjoying success as both a community resource and an
income-producing asset to the Library. In case you haven’t stopped by lately to visit the
Library and the New Leaf, Bookmarks will keep you informed periodically about the
Friends’ service to the Winter Park Public Library and the local reading public.

=== orty-one volunteers manage and staff the
= New Leaf, which is open for business seven
: days and 42 hours weekly. For fifteen years,
S . T | the Friends sponsored semi-annual book sales,

BOOISTOR v R S| | which were popular but very much dependent on

ATORUAZAD G INARE TRt e fa\wes Ty

an ample supply of sunshine, strong backs, and

re-sale storage space. When all three proved
difficult to count on, and as the Library added a
third floor, the New Leaf sprouted in the former
technical services space on the main floor. Since
ite opening in October, 1995, the New Leaf has
generated nearly $200,000, averaging twice the
amount raised by the old book sales. More than
$40,000 per year Is being turned over to the
Library to contribute to operating expenses and
special programs.

Volunteer Mary Moody displays new acquisitions

COMPUTER-ASSISTED BOOK PRICING and SALES

he internet has recently come to the New Leaf, thanke to a grant to the Library from the
Elizabeth Morse Gerius Foundation. Books of possible interest or value can now be researched on-line, by
consulting other dealers’ information. “Having a computer in the workroom ig improving our knowledge and
ticing decisions,” says manager Bill Cline. “We work hard at making the entire operation as professional as
possible, and knowing what we have is a big part of it.” In line with a growing practice of other book dealers,
several unusual items have also been sold through the internet.




zines, records, videos and audio tapes, prints, posters, maps, and old |ii

postcards. Even a few children’s toys, bookmarks, games, and puzzies |
turn up in the boxes of donations, and a new home can usually be found for | *
all of them. What cannot be sold is selected for various recipients: many |
current magazines are taken to the Winter Park Hospital by faithful volunteer [x
Pat Johnston; several teachers collect free National Geographics and other
educational materials for classroom use; decorators purchase discarded books for diSplay
Finally, weeded and unsaleable items are given to the Salvation Army, which in turn, makes

good use of them.

RARE AND FINE BOOKS

__ One reason for the New Leaf's success is the quality of books given by donors.
Ao ln a literate community like Winter Park, which values its fine library, a
. good many beautiful books are regularly given to the store for
recycling. All donated items are carefully reviewed; prices
are kept reasonable, making good reading available for all
N s> patrons. The small size of the bookstore and frequent sorting
SR and weeding keep the collection fresh. That, says volunteer manager
Bill Cline, brmgs in regular customers as often as several times a week: “Our best books go out

quickly, but which are the best is a matter of the very individual judgment of our customers!”
Most books sell for $1.50 for hardcovers and $.50 for paperbacks, although a “speclals” room
where items are individually priced is very popular. Even very new books are generally priced
at about 1/4 to 1/5 of retail. At the same time, rare books have brought up to $500 and a
particular 19th century 'find' yielded floral prints which in 1997 were sold individually for a

total of over $7,500.

B esides books of all ages and types, The New Leaf also carries maga-

O ne of the satisfactions of working with books, accord
ing to frequent volunteer Sue Struth, is gettmg to
know the stock enough to help patrons find particular .
items. She recently located a hard- to-flnd poetry book e
for a friend, who became, she said, “an instant convert” ef A
to the New Leaf. The bookstore also maintains a search
file of customer requests which often y1elds results and
grateful customers. "Just now, Jan Karon’s books are on
several people’s want lists,” notes long-time book sorter
Eleanor Thorsen, who has 'volunteered with the Fnends
for seventeen years. "It's a constant treasure hunt," she | :
adds, "but we are always happy to receive ANY and ALL  Eleanor Thorsen
books." Donations come from all over Central Florida.

7

Mhen 1 get a little money, 1 buy books. Anbd if
amny is left I buy food and clothes. Erasmus 1456153

This bookmark is one of a series available without charge to patrons of the New Leaf Bookstore. Pick one up next time you stop by!
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One Million Dollars! &

Contributed By Friends Since 1978

Since the Friends of the Library started recycling books in 1978, sales have provided almost $1,000,000 to support
the operation and collections of the Winter Park Public Library. We try to imagine just how many books that

represents, and how many volunteer hours!

According to Treasurer Larry Heinl, we closed the books on 2010 with $63,000 in sales, which brought the
total receipts from book sales and the Bookstore since 1978 to $993,347. That means that we will likely hit the $1
million mark in early February. What a wonderful Valentine's Day gift for the Library and the Winter Park

community! As we used to sing at parties (to the tune of Happy Birthday) "'Tis love brings us here."
The story of this journey is filled with grateful memories of hundreds of volunteers who have collected,

sorted, shelved, and sold books for the enjoyment and enrichment of Winter Park neighbors for over thirty years.

- 2005

— 2000

1995

— 1990

— 1885

— 1980

It was in the fall of 1978 that Geneva Drinkwater, retired Rollins
history professor and dedicated Library board member, set up a
card table in front of the old building on Interlachen Avenue The
Library was getting ready to move to its handsome new brick
building on New England, and it was necessary to lighten ship.
She thought it might even earn some money for the Library and
its Friends. Polly Seymour and Marcia Wright took it from there,
and in one sunny afternoon they raised $55. Over a period of
seventeen years, twice-a-year book sales in the Community Room
and parking lot raised a grand total of $247,794. among the very
first volunteers were George Stewart, who has served on the
Friends board ever since, and Eleanor Thorsen, who sorted and
selected the books for three decades.

In 1995, when the third floor was added to the Library building,
Director Bob Melanson arranged for a bookstore to be located in
the old Tech Services space on the first floor. Richard Conlee
organized a planning committee and served as the Bookstore's
first manager. He passed the torch to Bill Cline, who managed the
New Leaf for nearly a decade. When Larry and Linda Heinl moved
to Winter Park, they brought financial and management skills
which have helped lead the New Leaf to its current success. The
New Leaf Bookstore is open seven days a week, staffed by nearly
forty volunteers. Today the Bookstore continues to provide books
for the Library and bargains for grateful customers; the Friends
regularly raise over $1,000 a week to support the collection and
programs of the Winter Park Public Library.




